
  
 
 
 

 

ASHE Candidate Statements 2020- Council on Public Policy in Higher Education (CPPHE) 

Executive Committee 

For information on position responsibilities, please see the CPPHE Bylaws. 

 

Vice Chair 

The individual elected to Vice Chair will serve a three-year term, as Vice Chair beginning in 2020, Chair 

beginning in 2021, and Immediate Past Chair beginning in 2022. 

• Meredith S. Billings, Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Leadership, Sam Houston 

State University 

• Benjamin Skinner, Assistant Professor, University of Florida 

 

Member at Large 

The individual elected to the Member at Large position will serve a two-year term beginning in 

November 2020. 

• Vanessa A. Sansone, Assistant Professor, The University of Texas at San Antonio 

• Samuel S. Snideman, Director of Governmental Relations, Ball State University 

 

https://www.ashe.ws/cpphe_bylaws


  
 
 
 

Meredith S. Billings, Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Leadership, Sam Houston 

State University 

Candidate for CPPHE: Vice Chair 

 

Involvement with ASHE 

• Presenter, Annual Conference, 2019, 2018, 2016, 2015 

• Attendee, Annual Conference, 2019 - 2014, 2012 

• Planning Committee Member, CPPHE’s Summer Research and Policy Forum, 2018-2019 

• Attendee, CPPHE’s Summer Research and Policy Forum on Emerging Issues in College 

Affordability, 2018 

• Attendee, CAHEP Early Career Faculty Workshop, 2017 

• Attendee, Graduate Student Policy Seminar, 2014 

• Member, 2009 - present 

 

Involvement with other Associations 

• Presenter, Annual Conference, Association for Education Finance and Policy, 2020, 2018, 2017 

• Attendee, Annual Conference, Association for Education Finance and Policy, 2020 - 2017 

• Member, Association for Education Finance and Policy, 2017 - present 

• Presenter, Annual Conference, Council for the Study of Community Colleges, 2014 

• Member, Council for the Study of Community Colleges, 2014-2015 

• Presenter, Annual Conference, American Educational Research Association, 2013 

• Member, American Educational Research Association, 2013-2014 

• Presenter, Annual Conference, Association for Institutional Research, 2010, 2011, 2012 

• Member, Association for Institutional Research, 2008-2015 

• Presenter, Annual Conference, Northeast Association for Institutional Research, 2009, 2010  

• Member, Northeast Association for Institutional Research, 2008-2011 

• Presenter, Annual Conference, Assessment Institute, 2009, 2010 

 

Candidate Statement 

Dr. Meredith S. Billings is guided by the belief that college should be accessible and affordable to all 

students. Based on these values, her research agenda focuses on financial and informational barriers 

to college and evaluates policies and programs that address these barriers especially for low-income, 

first-generation, and students of color. Dr. Billings also examines how higher education institutions - 

particularly community colleges - are funded and how they spend their money to support their students. 

In the past nine years, she has studied or is currently studying free college and promise programs, 

college access programs, guaranteed tuition policies, broad-based merit aid programs, and dual credit 

initiatives.  

 

Dr. Billings wants to serve as the Vice Chair for CPPHE because the organization has provided her 

with a welcoming space to meet and build relationships with her colleagues and to exchange ideas and 



  
 
 
 

best practices on how to research and teach higher education policy and finance issues. If elected to 

the position, she will continue to ensure that CPPHE remains as a welcoming space for higher 

education policy researchers and practitioners - especially early career individuals - and to reach out to 

new members who may not consider themselves as “policy” people. Dr. Billings also plans to seek out 

ways to engage with the community beyond the pre-conference forum such as planning another 

summer forum and/or a series of webinars, workshops, or panel discussions on policy topics so the 

community can continue to engage with policy ideas and develop policy-relevant research. 

 

  



  
 
 
 

Benjamin Skinner, Assistant Professor, University of Florida 

Candidate for CPPHE: Vice Chair 

 

Involvement with ASHE 

• Attendee, Annual Conference, 2012–2019 

• Attendee, Graduate Student Policy Seminar, 2016 

• Attendee, CPPHE Pre-Conference, 2017–2019 

• Attendee, CPPHE Summer Policy Forum, 2018 

• Presenter, Annual Conference, 2013, 2015, 2016 

• Presenter, CPPHE Pre-Conference, 2019 

• Proposal reviewer, Annual Conference, 2014–2019 

• Session chair, Annual Conference, 2016–2017 

• Discussant, Annual Conference, 2017 

• Member, Dissertation of the Year Committee, 2018 

 

Involvement with other Associations 

• Presenter, Comparative and International Education Society Annual Conference, 2013 

• Attendee, Association for Education Finance and Policy Annual Conference, 2013–2020 

• Presenter, Association for Education Finance and Policy Annual Conference, 2014–2020 

• Member, American Education Research Association, 2017–2020 

 

Candidate Statement 

Benjamin Skinner is an assistant professor of higher education and policy at the University of Florida. 

Previously, he was a research assistant professor of education and public policy at the University of 

Virginia. Ben’s research interests center on the policies and practices most likely to affect students who 

attend community colleges and broad access universities. Specifically, he has studied the relationships 

between broadband access and student enrollments in online courses; how students weigh factors like 

distance and cost when choosing a college; an evaluation of a intervention to reduce the negative 

effects of stereotype threat; why community college students exit early; and the economic and civic 

returns to college attendance. 

 

Should he be elected to serve as CPPHE vice chair, Ben would build upon the momentum established 

by the current executive board. This would include forging stronger ties not only between policymakers, 

practitioners, and policy-focused researchers, but also between CPPHE and ASHE as a whole. 

Collectively, CPPHE members have much expertise to share, yet Ben believes our research and work 

can be more impactful when conducted in community with our non-CPPHE ASHE peers. Ben would 

seek tighter integration between the Graduate Student Policy Seminar and CPPHE, both as a 

mentorship opportunity and as a pipeline for future active CPPHE members. Finally, because his term 

as vice chair would coincide with the San Juan conference, Ben would work to set a conference 

program focused on the policy issues faced by our higher education colleagues in Puerto Rico. 



  
 
 
 

 
Vanessa A. Sansone, Assistant Professor, The University of Texas at San Antonio 

Candidate for CPPHE: Member at Large 

 

Involvement with ASHE 

• Co-Chair, Policy, Finance, and Economics Section, Program Committee, ASHE, 2019-2020  

• Member, Summer Research and Policy Forum, Program Committee, CPPHE, ASHE, 2018-2019  

• Moderator, Summer Research and Policy Forum, Program Committee, CPPHE, ASHE, 2018-2019  

• Attendee, Annual Conference, ASHE, 2014-present  

• Discussant, Annual Conference, ASHE, 2017-present  

• Proposal Reviewer, Annual Conference, ASHE, 2016-present 

 

Involvement with other Associations 

• Program Chair, 2a: College Student Access, Division J, AERA, 2020-2021  

• Chair, Cross Division, Division J, AERA, 2019-2020 

 

Candidate Statement 

Since 2014, I have been a participating member of ASHE and CPPHE. I first began my engagement 

with CPPHE as a nationally selected ASHE Graduate Student Policy Seminar Fellow. I have 

consistently volunteered as a chair, proposal reviewer, discussant and participant in CPPHE. I served 

on the CPPHE nominations committee, and the planning committee of the CPPHE Summer Research 

and Policy Forum. Additionally, I worked in policy at the state-level in Texas for seven years as a 

former senior institutional researcher analyst. I am committed to the mission of CPPHE. I am invested 

because as a Latina faculty member working at a Hispanic-Serving Institution, I am fully aware of the 

role that policy plays in (dis)advantaging groups who are already at the margins. That is why I am a 

proponent for teaching policy in our higher education programs, embedding policy in empirical work, 

and disseminating policy-relevant scholarship through multiple modalities. 

 

If elected, my goal is to find ways that can extend racial/ethnic representation in CPPHE. I would also 

pursue opportunities that broaden the range of topics discussed at CPPHE. In my scholarly pursuits, I 

have published in such outlets as Review of Higher Education, Review of Educational Research and 

New Directions for Student Development Services. I have contributed policy briefs, book chapters, 

book reviews and web-based writings. Nationally, I am named one of the 35 most outstanding women 

in higher education in 2020 by Diverse: Issues in Higher Education. I would be honored to serve as the 

Member-At-Large for CPPHE.



  
 
 
 

 
Samuel S. Snideman, Director of Governmental Relations, Ball State University 

Candidate for CPPHE: Member at Large 

 

Involvement with ASHE 

• Member since 2019 

• Proposal reviewer, 2020 

• Attendee, 2019 Annual Conference 

• Presenter, 2019 Council on Public Policy in Higher Education Pre-Conference Forum 

• Attendee, 2019 Graduate Student Policy Seminar. 

 

Involvement with other Associations 

• Proposal reviewer, Divisions J and L, Mid-Western Educational Research Association, 2019 

• Member of the following associations: Mid-Western Educational Research Association (2018), 

Governmental Affairs Society of Indiana (2016), Council for the Study of Community Colleges 

(2020). 

 

Candidate Statement 

While still early in his scholarly career, Sam Snideman is an accomplished practitioner in higher 

education policy.  Working as Ball State University’s Director of Governmental Relations, Sam 

maintains an active research agenda, focusing predominantly on higher education policy actors and 

processes at the state level.  His recent scholarship has focused on the experiences of in-house higher 

education lobbyists as they navigate their role performance and the sources and expressions of higher 

education lobbyists’ ethics.  As a practitioner, he has helped secure $200M in capital projects funding 

for Ball State University, consistent growth in his institution’s operating budget, and helped led 

advocacy to secure an innovative partnership between Ball State University and the Muncie 

Community Schools. 

 

As an emerging scholar, ASHE has been Sam’s home. CPPHE gave him an opportunity to become 

more deeply engaged with the Association, and his desire to serve as Member-at-Large stems from an 

interest in further supporting the growth of graduate students and other emerging scholars and 

practitioners.  He wants to support ongoing efforts to keep the Public Policy Forum an inclusive and 

welcoming place, especially for those early in their careers.  Further, if elected he hopes to be a 

catalyst for helping to promote engagement with and by the practitioner community, both with ASHE as 

a whole and with CPPHE in particular, in an effort to provide more opportunities for research-informed 

policymaking. 
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