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Theme: Advancing Full Participation 
 

The theme of ASHE 2020 is Advancing Full Participation. Full participation refers to the ability of 
people of every identity and background to realize their full potential as contributing members 
of a democratic society (Sturm, 2007). 1 It is an often implied, though rarely met, ideal of higher 
education. When realized, full participation means talents are optimized and people have the 
same opportunities to achieve and belong. Although full participation evokes notions of access, 
equity, and representation, it is also about voice, power, and recognition. The ASHE 2020 theme 
will shed light on the challenges of and possibilities for full participation in higher education. We 
will further engage this topic in partnership with colleagues in New Orleans, a place known for 
its diversity, improvisation, and resilience in working toward full participation. 
 
With roots in democratic theory, sociology, and organizational theory, the idea of full 
participation has an explicit focus on identifying and removing barriers, systems, and practices 
that exclude or disenfranchise. Within education, full participation has been used as a rationale 
for affirmative action and equal opportunity, a way to assess whether students have necessary 
access and resources to fully participate in classrooms, as a goal for community engagement 
efforts, and a rallying call for the advancement of women of all races in science. Advancing full 
participation requires dismantling racism, classism, sexism, and other forms of oppression that 
systematically disadvantage different individuals and groups. It requires that we construct and 
study “architecture of inclusion” (Sturm, 2006) at various decision points, across sectors, and 
between siloes. We need to understand the mechanisms most likely to foster inclusion and full 
participation across public, private, national and international contexts.   
 
The concept of full participation invites us to ask who is and is not included in our existing 
institutional arrangements. Whose learning and success is elevated and celebrated and whose is 
overlooked and invisible? How do the ways we construct and legitimate knowledge privilege 
some and discount others? How has the gig economy shaped faculty and student learning? How 
do reward systems and institutional cultures force partial participation? How does the history 
and physical space of a campus influence sense of belonging? How does the financing of higher 
education by federal, state, and donors affect full participation? How are disciplinary norms and 
culture implicated in the lower participation of women students and under-represented 
minorities in many STEM fields? How do land acknowledgement, monuments, and building 
names influence sense of belonging? Are we creating the structures, cultures and supports for all 

 
1 Note: Conceptualization of the theme was influenced by the work of Susan Sturm (2006, 2007) and Sturm, 
Eatman, Saltmarsh and Bush (2011) on full participation in higher education as well as the other sources below.  
Berger, P. L. (1971). Sociology and freedom. The American Sociologist, 1-5; Sturm, S. (2006). The architecture of 
inclusion: Advancing workplace equity in higher education. Harvard Journal of Law and Gender, 29, 247-334;   
Sturm, S. (2007). The architecture of inclusion: Interdisciplinary insights on pursuing institutional citizenship. 
Harvard Journal of Law and Gender, 30, 409-424; Strum, S., Eatman, T., Saltmarsh, J.; & Bush, A. (2011). Full 
Participation: Building the Architecture for Diversity and Community Engagement in Higher Education. Imagining 
America. 17; Pateman, C. (1970). Participation and Democratic Theory. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press;  
Wenger, E. (1998). Communities of practice: Learning, meaning, and identity. New York, NY, US: Cambridge University 
Press. 
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students to graduate with the undergraduate majors, or graduate degrees intended at entry? How 
do the governance structures of higher education institutions across the world help or hinder 
access and mobility for first generation students? How does intersectionality between multiple 
forms of identity influence the power dynamics of full participation? All conference proposals will 
be judged on the quality of scholarship and ideas, not their connection to the theme. The ASHE 2020 
conference theme will be explored in keynotes, presidential address, community engagement, 
and research to practice efforts in several ways: 
 

• We will examine successful models of change toward full participation—cases where 
fundamental assumptions of higher education, key practices, policies, or systems were 
transformed to allow a group to realize their full capabilities and/or be recognized for work 
that was invisible or undervalued before (e.g. new degree programs created for nontraditional 
students; criteria that hire and tenure faculty at least in part for their knowledge and skills in 
supporting a diverse community; and universities reducing the cost of college).  
 

• We will examine what is preventing full participation---mechanisms, policies, practices, and 
structures that result in the persistent exclusion, under-representation, devaluing, and/or 
differential advancement and rewards of certain groups and kinds of work.  

 

• We will consider the evaluation of merit in full participation. Narrow criteria for excellence, 
structural disadvantages, and social and cognitive biases by decision-makers shape entry into 
and experiences of many spaces in higher education. We will consider how context and 
constraints can be added to decisions (whether those decisions are being made by students, 
faculty, or administrators) to mitigate bias and generate more inclusive evaluation of merit. 

 

• We will consider the evaluation of merit in full participation. Narrow criteria for excellence, 
structural disadvantages, and social and cognitive biases by decision-makers shape entry into 
and experiences of many spaces in higher education. We will consider how context and 
constraints can be added to decisions (whether those decisions are being made by students, 
faculty, or administrators) to mitigate bias and generate more inclusive evaluation of merit. 

 

• We will consider limitations conceptually or practically to using the notion of full 
participation to study and/or improve higher education. 

 

• We will explore the unique role of ASHE members who advance full participation through 
scholarship, teaching and mentoring, outreach, policy-making, and practice. Some ASHE 
members have designed programs (nationally and internationally) to improve equity, student 
engagement, retention, and financial aid. Many have been intimately involved in crafting 
faculty policies and practices on their campuses. It can be risky and sometimes discouraging 
to try changing policies, practices, and cultures within our own institutions. Nonetheless, 
there can be great satisfaction in knowing we have used what we know to change some key 
aspect of our systems. There is also difficulty and political realities associated with “working 
at home.” We will discuss both aspects of our own participation.  
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Reflections on New Orleans 
 

This year we are journeying to the land currently known as New Orleans, Louisiana. Colonized 
by the French in 1718, Dr. Jeffery U. Darrensbourg,2 Tribal Councilperson and enrolled member 
of the Atakapa-Ishak Nation of Southwest Louisiana and Southeast Texas, has stated, “‘New 
Orleans’ was already a place, a place with a name, before the first Europeans set sail for the area.” 
Known as “Bulbancha,” a Choctaw term meaning “place of many tongues,” this place was 
originally inhabited by the Chitimacha nation and, prior to 1718, served as an important port and 
trading hub for more than 40 diverse peoples, including Atakapa, Caddo, Choctaw, Houma, 
Natchez, and Tunica nations.  
 
Unfortunately, with European colonization of the region also came the institution of chattel 
slavery. Some Native Americans who resisted colonization became enslaved themselves while 
other Native Americans hid and aided enslaved Black people in escaping bondage. New Orleans 
was host to the largest slave markets in the Deep South, and our ASHE conference hotel is close 
to some of the sites where over 100,000 people were bought and sold into slavery during the first 
half of the 19th century. To this day, the region continues to wrestle with the legacy, past and 
present, of both colonization and slavery. The systematic oppression of people of color is 
reflected, for example, in current day educational inequities, wherein Louisiana is ranked #49 in 
the nation for higher education attainment. 3 
 
At the same time, the land currently known as New Orleans also represents tremendous 
creativity, resilience, and improvisation in the face of tragedy, from colonization to the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina. Fittingly, in response to recent tri-centennial celebrations of the French 
“founding” of New Orleans, local graffiti artists painted “Bulbancha Forever” at the foot of the 
Jefferson Davis Monument, representing resistance and resilience in spite of the city’s multiple 
and intersecting legacies of inequality, erasure, and genocide. Such resilience also presents itself 
in educational spaces. For instance, New Orleans is host to outstanding historically Black colleges 
and universities, including Xavier University and Dillard University, both known for graduating 
a disproportionate number of the country’s Black STEM graduates.4 Impressively, Louisiana has 
led the country in FAFSA completion over the past several years, signaling new opportunities for 
local youth.5 
 
As we prepare to travel to this dynamic region, we name the tensions we sit in—that we travel to 
a city whose officially recognized name is a daily reminder of oppression and erasure to many, 
that the region, like so many of our own, continues to deal with the legacy of hundreds of years 
of colonization and enslavement. As we seek to advance full participation, we recognize these 
complexities and look forward to learning from our host city.

 
2 https://www.vianolavie.org/2019/01/10/bulbancha-is-still-a-place-speaking-with-editor-who-is-not-a-chief-
jeffery-darensbourg/  
3 U.S. News and World Report https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/louisiana 
4 https://www.xula.edu/singleArticle?articleId=article___news___learn_org; 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/dillard-university-outranks-many-others-physics-grads-n765086 
5 https://www.forbes.com/sites/civicnation/2018/11/16/how-louisiana-led-the-nation-in-fafsa-
completion/#747d9a776413 
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Special Thanks to the ASHE 2020 Program Committee 
 

Program Committee Co-Chairs 
Corbin M. Campbell, American University 

Julie J. Park, University of Maryland, College Park 
 

1. Contexts, Foundations & Methods 
J.T. Snipes - Southern Illinois University 
Lara Perez-Felkner - Florida State University 
 
2. Faculty, Academic, Administrative & Classified 
Staff 
Damani White-Lewis - University of Maryland 
Dorian L. McCoy - University of Tennessee 
 
3. Graduate & Professional Education & Students 
Deniece Dortch - George Washington University 
David Nguyen - Ohio University 
 
4. International Higher Education 
Matthew Witenstein - University of Dayton 
Kevin R. McClure - University of North Carolina, 
Wilmington 
 
5. Organization, Administration & Leadership 
Meghan Pifer - University of Louisville 
Cecilia Orphan - University of Denver 
 
6. Policy, Finance & Economics 
Dennis Kramer - University of Florida 
Kelly Rosinger - Penn State University 
 
7. Teaching, Learning & Assessment 
Robin Phelps - Ball State University 
Ryan Miller – UNC Charlotte 
 
8. Undergraduate Students: College Experiences & 
Development 
Rosie Perez - Iowa State University 
Dolly Nguyen - Oregon State University 
 
9. Undergraduate Students:  
Pathways to & through College 
Nancy Acevedo- Gil - CSU, San Bernadino 
Tenisha Tevis - Oregon State University 
 
10. Undergraduate Students & Graduates: College 
Impact & Outcomes 
Federick Ngo - University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Benjamin Selznick - James Madison University 
“Swing” Co-Chairs  
Jameson Lopez (Quechan)– University of Arizona 
Andy Lounder – Assoc. of Governing Boards 
Eugene Parker - University of Kansas 
 
Performance, Visual, & Digital Scholarship  

Bridget Turner Kelly - University of Maryland 
Wilson Okello - UNC Wilmington 
 
Community Engaged Research Chair 
Tania D. Mitchell - University of Minnesota 
 
Local Liaison, Community Engagement  
Chris Broadhurst - University of New Orleans 
 
Indigenous Relations Liaison  
Nicole Alia Salis Reyes (Kanaka 'Oiwi) 
 – University of Hawaii 
 
Roundtables/Posters, Community Engagement  
Ashley Clayton - Louisiana State University 
 
Council for the Advancement of Higher Education 
Programs (CAHEP) Pre-Conference Chair 
Crystal Chambers - East Carolina University 
 
Council for Ethnic Participation (CEP) Pre-
Conference Chairs 
Natasha Croom - Clemson University  
Antonio Duran - Auburn University 
 
Council on International Higher Education (CIHE) 
Pre-Conference Chairs 
Antigoni Papadimitriou - Western Kentucky 
University 
Gerardo Blanco – University of Connecticut 
 
Council on Public Policy on Higher Education 
(CPPHE) Pre-Conference Chair 
Deshawn Preston - United Negro College Fund
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General Proposal Information 
Important Notes for 2020 

 
Each year the ASHE program co-chairs, conference coordinator, executive director, and president 
review evaluation data from the previous conference (e.g. proposal submissions, evaluations), 
consider ASHE values and priorities, and make changes if needed to enhance the conference 
experience. For 2020, we have several content and process-oriented changes to share with you. 
 

Conference Program Sections 
 

• A new section “Graduate & Professional Education & Students” was added to reflect the 
growing research in this domain. 
 

• Existing sections on students were changed to focus specifically on undergraduate students 
and to create space for studies of graduates. The revised undergraduate student sections are: 

o Undergraduate Students: College Experiences and Development 
o Undergraduate Students: Pathways to and through College 
o Undergraduate Students & Graduates: College Impact and Outcomes 

 
• In recent years, there was a section for “Community Engaged” research (CER). CER is focused 

on or based in communities external to the university, in the context of partnership and 
reciprocity, for the development of mutually beneficial knowledge. It reflects principles such 
as collaboration, reciprocity, capacity building, and valuing nontraditional forms of 
knowledge, using approaches such as participatory action research (PAR),6 collaborative 
ethnography, or Indigenous Knowledge Systems. As such, CER is a particular approach to 
inquiry that can be enacted about any higher education research topic.  

 
To reflect that CER is an approach to inquiry rather than solely a topic, this year, research 
proposals utilizing community-based research approaches, methodologies, and methods 
should be submitted to the relevant section based on topic (e.g. Teaching, Learning & 
Assessment; Undergraduate Students: College Experiences and Development). Then the 
submitter should select “Community Engaged Research and/or Participatory Action 
Research” as the appropriate research methodology in the ASHE Conference Portal. 
CER/PAR proposals will be reviewed by one expert in the topical area (from the section the 
proposal is submitted to) and two experts in CER. Questions about the CER approach for 
ASHE 2020 can be directed to Tania Mitchell, tmitchel@umn.edu  

 
6 “PAR is an approach to research that values the significant knowledge people hold about their lives and 
experiences. PAR positions those most intimately impacted by research as leaders in shaping research questions, 
framing interpretations, and designing meaningful research products and actions.” From 
www.publicscienceproject.org  
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Proposal Submissions and Review 

 

• To ensure we have enough reviewers to provide substantive feedback to each proposal we 
need to engage our membership more fully in the review process. We encourage all ASHE 
members to volunteer to review. Those ASHE members who are terminal degree holders 
(e.g., Ed.D., J.D., Ph.D.), are listed as an author/co-author on research or scholarly paper 
proposals, and who did not sign up as a reviewer in the ASHE Conference Portal will be 
assigned a minimum of three proposals to review. This will occur regardless of the order of 
authorship on a paper (i.e., all authors on research or scholarly papers will be required to 
review at least three proposals). 
 

o All ASHE members are encouraged to sign up to volunteer in the section(s) for which 
they are most interested and qualified in reviewing. However, if an author who meets 
the requirements above does not volunteer to review in advance, efforts will be made 
to assign proposals in the section in which their proposal was submitted. 

 

o More information about volunteering to be a reviewer can be found on page 33. 
 
• Participants may be included in a maximum of four proposals total regardless of role (e.g., 

co-author, symposium participant). Consistent with past practice, a participant may appear 
no more than five times in total across all roles and formats (e.g., chair or symposium 
participant) during the General Conference. The maximum of appearance on the program 
five times is for the main conference, which excludes preconference proposals and 
presentations. Please keep this in mind as you submit proposals and agree to participate in 
collaborative submissions. 
 

• The word count for all proposal types will be 2,000 words. 
 
• Research paper proposals (including those in Self Designed Sessions) require the inclusion 

of preliminary findings or summary of findings. Additionally, where applicable, poster and 
roundtable proposals should include partial or summary of full findings. While we do not 
expect that submitters will have a full paper written at this time, we do ask authors to include 
a preliminary findings section that includes a partial or full summary of findings, if not a more 
comprehensive overview of findings. Regardless of whether findings are partially or fully 
reported, quality is the most important consideration for evaluation.  
 

• All paper sessions (sessions featuring research and/or scholarly papers and self-designed 
paper sessions) will feature a discussant. We will work with discussants this year on ways to 
enhance the quality of feedback and celebrate different models for doing so. 
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Key Dates 
 

• Proposals are due Thursday, April 23, 2020 at 4:00 pm Pacific Time EXTENDED TO FRIDAY, 
MAY 1, Noon Pacific. No exceptions will be made. Please plan to submit your proposal 
before the deadline. 

 
• You will receive notification of acceptance or rejection via email in early July. The ASHE 

General Conference acceptance rate is typically around 40%. 
 

• If your proposal is accepted you have a professional and ethical obligation to register for the 
conference and present at the time and place specified. Final research and scholarly papers 
must be upload to the ASHE Conference Portal no later than Monday, October 26, 2020 at 
4:00pm Pacific.  

 
• The Program Committee reserves the right to rescind the acceptance of any research or 

scholarly paper not uploaded to the ASHE Conference Portal by October 26, 2020.  
 
• Questions about the ASHE 2020 conference can be directed to the ASHE Conference 

Coordinator James Hines (james@ashe.ws), Program Co-Chair Corbin Campbell 
(campbell@american.edu), or Program Co-Chair Julie J. Park (parkjj@umd.edu). 
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Submitting A Proposal 
 

The ASHE Conference Portal, which is software designed by All Academic, can be accessed via 
the ASHE website: www.ashe.ws/conference. This is the system where proposals can be 
submitted; members can volunteer to be a reviewer, chair, and/or discussant; reviewers will 
complete reviews; reviewer feedback will be available to authors in early July; the final conference 
schedule will be posted; research and scholarly paper authors will upload their final papers; and 
discussants and chairs will be able to access papers for their sessions. 
 

Logging In 
 

To access the ASHE Conference Portal, use your ASHE login credentials. All authors will need an 
ASHE account to be added to proposals in the system (e.g., the author submitting the proposal 
will search the system for co-authors to add).* If you do not have an ASHE account—meaning 
you’ve never had an ASHE membership or guest account, you may become an ASHE member or 
create a free guest account; more information can be found at www.ashe.ws/membership. Note: 
If you already have an ASHE account (either as a current or expired member or a guest account), 
do not create a new account as the system will likely suspend all of your accounts. If you have 
questions or need help accessing your account, please contact the ASHE Office.  
 
*Please note that it can take 10-60 minutes for a new account to flow from the ASHE 
membership system to the ASHE Conference Portal. As such, we encourage submitters who 
have co-authors who are not ASHE members, who were never ASHE members, and who do 
not have a Guest account to become a member or create a guest account well in advance of the 
proposal submission deadline. 
 
A step by step guide on how to submit a proposal is available at:  
www.ashe.ws/callforproposals  
 
Below are notes related to the steps of submitting a proposal: 
 

Selecting a Section or Pre-Conference 
 

Authors must designate a section or pre-conference for their proposal. A proposal can be 
submitted to only one conference section in the general conference or to one pre-conference. If the 
same proposal is submitted to more than one section or to a section and a pre-conference, both 
proposals will be removed from consideration.  
 

Selecting a Presentation Format 
 

Authors must designate a preferred presentation format (see pp. 25-31). If the first choice is a 
research paper or scholarly paper, you can indicate if you are willing to present the paper in a 
roundtable or a poster if the first choice format is not available. 
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Terms of Agreement 
 

After selecting your section and format type, you will be prompted to agree to the following terms:  
1. All co-authors and /or presenters named in my proposal are aware of this submission, have 

agreed to be listed on this proposal, and understand these terms of agreement. 
2. This proposal is based on original work that has not been published in any venue, online or 

print, or presented at other conferences. 
3. Names do not appear anywhere on the proposal, unless the proposal is an interactive 

symposium. 
4. All current ASHE members with a terminal degree (e.g., Ed.D., J.D., Ph.D.) listed on research 

and scholarly paper proposals agree to review a minimum of three proposals. 
5. For research or scholarly paper proposals: If accepted, the completed paper will be submitted 

through the ASHE Conference Portal by October 26, 2020. 
6. For paper, poster, or roundtable proposals: If accepted, at least one of author/co-author will 

present the work on the day and time designated. This includes registering for the ASHE 
Conference and/or respective Pre-Conference by September 15, 2020 and paying appropriate 
registration fees. 

7. For interactive symposium or self-designed paper session proposal: If accepted, all of the 
presenters named in the proposal will present the work on the day and time designated. This 
includes registering for the ASHE Conference and/or respective Pre-Conference by September 
15, 2020 and paying appropriate registrations fees. 

 
Title and Abstract 

 

A title no longer than 15 words and an abstract no longer than 50 words is required. The Program 
Committee relies on abstracts to assign appropriate reviewers.  
 

Proposal Text 
 

Proposals must not exceed 2,000 words. Please submit only the text of the proposal (not 
including references). All tables, figures, formulas, and graphics will be submitted as an 
attachment. All references will need to be submitted separately and do not count towards the 
2,000 word count; however, APA in-text citations should be used and are included in the word 
count. Research paper proposals (including those in Self Designed Sessions) must include 
preliminary findings or a summary of full findings. Additionally, where applicable, poster and 
roundtable proposals should include partial or summary of full findings. 
 

References 
 

Cite and provide the published and/or unpublished references in your proposal. There is no limit 
to the number of references provided. Please adhere to the APA Style guidelines but do not use 
italics, bold, or underline in the system -- these enhancements will be lost. 
 

Keywords 
 

Proposals must include three keywords describing the proposal. These words are used by the 
Program Committee to assign reviewers to proposals.  
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Alternate Presentation Format 
*Only applicable to research and scholarly paper proposals 
 

If the first choice is a research paper or scholarly paper, you can indicate with your submission if 
you are willing to present the paper in a roundtable or a poster if the first choice format is not 
available. 
 

Research Methodology 
 

Submitters must choose the methodological category— community engaged research (new 
methodological choice for 2020—see p. 7, historical, legal, literature review, mixed-methods, 
philosophical, qualitative, or quantitative that best describes their work. Further description of 
quantitative (i.e., correlation/regression/ANOVA, data analytics, experiments, multi-level 
modeling, quasi-experimental, structural equation modeling) and qualitative (case study, 
ethnography, grounded theory, narrative, phenomenology) proposals is also required; there are 
open text fields for other methods outside of these descriptors. The Program Committee relies on 
this information to assign appropriate reviewers. 
 
For Self-Designed Paper Sessions, Research Methodology will be selected for each paper when 
adding them. 
 
For the new Community Engaged Research and/or Participatory Action Research methodologies, 
ASHE is using the following definitions:  
Community Engaged Research: Research that is focused on or based in communities external to 
the university, in the context of partnership and reciprocity, for the development of mutually 
beneficial knowledge. It reflects principles such as collaboration, reciprocity, capacity building, 
and valuing nontraditional forms of knowledge. 
 
Participatory Action Research: “PAR is an approach to research that values the significant 
knowledge people hold about their lives and experiences. PAR positions those most intimately 
impacted by research as leaders in shaping research questions, framing interpretations, and 
designing meaningful research products and actions.” 7  
 

Performance, Visual, & Digital Scholarship Logistical Needs 
*Only applicable to PVDS proposals 

 

PVDS authors must also describe the logistical or technical needs for the presentation (see p. 29 ). 
 

 
7 www.publicscienceproject.org  
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Authors, Presenters, Chairs, Discussants 
 

Research papers, scholarly papers, roundtables, and posters will designate an author(s).  
 
Self-Designed paper sessions must designate individual paper authors as well as a chair and 
discussant. 
 
Interactive symposia may designate a chair and presenters.  
 

With the exception of Interactive Symposia, no identifying information should be included in the 
proposal itself. The information provided here will only be available to section chairs and ASHE 
Staff. Please ensure that author information is expunged if an attachment is submitted with graphs, 
charts, etc. See page 28 for more information on information required for interactive symposia. 
 

Self-Designed Session Paper Abstracts 
*Only applicable to Self-Designed Paper Session submissions 

 

In addition to the 2,000 word count for the overall proposal, Self-Designed Paper Sessions will also 
submit a title (15 words maximum) and abstract (350 words maximum/paper) for each paper in 
the session. The organizer will also select authors for each individual paper (see note above about 
Authors, Organizers, Chairs, and Discussants) but should not identify authors in the actual 
proposal text or in any attachments. 
 

Attachments 
 

Attachments should include tables, figures, formulas, and graphics. Attachments must be 
combined into a single PDF document and uploaded to the ASHE Conference Portal. Please ensure 
there is not identifying information in attachments, with the exception of interactive symposia 
proposals. 



ASHE 2020: Call For Proposals   www.ashe.ws/callforproposals page     14 

Conference Program Sections 
 
Authors must submit conference proposals to a section that best represents the content and foci of 
their work. Like all good work, section descriptions draw heavily from previous years of work 
and thinking, so authors will likely find continuity between this call and earlier years. If there are 
questions as to whether your proposal fits with a section, read its description carefully, and ask 
whether it attends to any of the section aims, foci, and/or guiding principles listed. Section co-
chairs are also listed and can be contacted for further information. All sections are described below.  
 

I. Contexts, Foundations, & Methods 
 

II. Faculty, Academic, Administrative, & Classified Staff 
 
III. Graduate & Professional Education & Students 
 
IV. International Higher Education  
 
V. Organization, Administration, & Leadership  

 
VI. Policy, Finance, & Economics 
 

VII. Teaching, Learning, & Assessment 
 

VIII. Undergraduate Students: College Experiences & Development 
 
IX. Undergraduate Students: Pathways To & Through College 
 

X. Undergraduate Students & Graduates: College Impact & Outcomes 
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Section I. Contexts, Foundations, & Methods 
 

Proposals for this section may examine the many broad contexts that situate and shape research 
in higher education. These may include sociological, legal, philosophical, cultural, historical, and 
other contexts. This section can also include proposals that focus on foundations of higher 
education, particularly within contemporary issues, debates, and challenges concerning higher 
education. Proposals that discuss epistemology, methodology, or methods for higher education 
research are also appropriate for this section, as is inquiry related to the state of research in higher 
education. 
 

Section Chairs:  
J.T. Snipes - Southern Illinois University, jsnipes@siue.edu  
Lara Perez-Felkner - Florida State University, lperezfelkner@fsu.edu  
 
 

Section II. Faculty, Academic, Administrative, & Classified Staff 
 

Proposals for this section address a wide range of issues related to the socialization, employment, 
productivity, flourishing, workload, and careers of postsecondary contingent, fulltime non-
tenure, and tenure-stream faculty, as well as administrative and classified staff. Research on 
faculty motivation, work and life roles, the faculty labor market, tenure and promotion, growth 
and development, performance evaluation, reward systems, and disciplinary and professional 
cultures are relevant to this section. Proposals may also focus on specific appointment types (e.g., 
part-time, non-tenure track), institutional settings (e.g., community colleges, for-profit 
institutions), or intersectional identities and experiences (e.g., job satisfaction among student 
affairs educators of color). Proposals explicitly focusing on graduate students should be 
submitted to Section III, Graduate & Professional Education & Students. 
 

Section Chairs:  
Damani White-Lewis - University of Maryland, damaniklewis@gmail.com  
Dorian L. McCoy - University of Tennessee, Knoxville, dmccoy5@utk.edu  
 
 

Section III. Graduate & Professional Education & Students (New!) 
 

This new section encompasses proposals related to graduate/professional education and 
students. Proposals related to access to graduate/professional school, graduate and professional 
student experiences, and related outcomes (e.g., retention, graduation) are welcome. Studies may 
address issues such as undergraduate student aspirations to graduate/professional education, as 
well as graduate student socialization, organizing and unionization, pathways to the 
professoriate and/or non-academic careers, climate and equity, and other issues affecting 
graduate and/or professional education.  
 

Section Chairs:  
Deniece Dortch - George Washington University, dortch@email.gwu.edu  
David Nguyen - Ohio University, nguyend4@ohio.edu   
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Section IV.  International Higher Education 
 

Proposals for this section examine international and comparative issues in higher education. 
Research in this section may focus on a wide range of topics including policy, organization, 
governance, faculty, students, and others within an international/comparative context. Proposals 
submitted to this section may include comparative studies analyzing two or more higher 
education national systems, studies exploring the conditions and consequences of transnational 
faculty, staff, and student mobility; organizational global strategy and engagement; explorations 
of cross-border higher education institutions and programs; and analyses of internationalization 
practices, including education abroad and internationalization at home.  
 

Please note that this section is part of the general conference and distinct from the Council on International 
Higher Education (CIHE) Pre-Conference. Authors can submit to either the general conference or the CIHE 
Pre-Conference; however, the same proposal may not be submitted to both.  
 

Section Chairs:  
Matthew Witenstein - University of Dayton, mwitenstein1@udayton.edu  
Kevin R. McClure - University of North Carolina, Wilmington, kmcclur3@gmail.com  
 
 

Section V. Organization, Administration, & Leadership 
 

Proposals for this section should illuminate the processes, functions, experiences, and challenges 
of organizations, institutions, and administration/institutional leadership. Organizations include 
programs, departments, colleges/universities, institutions, government agencies, and 
foundations. Proposals for this section may focus on research including, but not limited to, higher 
education governance, strategy, administration, organizational change and innovation, 
organizational theory, critical perspectives on the organization of higher education, community-
university partnerships, and institutional planning. This section includes examinations of 
organizational processes (e.g., organizational change, culture, decision-making), the leadership 
roles of formal and informal institutional leaders (e.g., deans, department chairs, diversity 
officers, faculty and staff change agents, presidents, governing board members), studies of 
specific administrative or organizational experiences (e.g., institutional response to rankings in 
comprehensive publics, faculty governance at community colleges), and organizational behavior 
within specific functional areas of higher education (e.g., departments and divisions).  

 

Section Chairs: 
Meghan Pifer – University of Louisville, Meghan.pifer@louisville.edu  
Cecilia Orphan - University of Denver, Cecilia.orphan@du.edu  
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Section VI. Policy, Finance, & Economics 
 

Proposals for this section may include examinations of local/regional, state, and federal higher 
education policies; public finance of higher education; and policies and practices related to the 
economics of higher education. Relevant research may include, but is not limited to affordability; 
finance; institutional, state, and federal financial aid policies; the economic returns to 
postsecondary education; the state and federal governmental role in accountability; privatization; 
government relations; the intersection between federal or state level policy and institutional 
practice; the beliefs and values of policymakers; and the politics of higher education, including 
policy formation and evaluation. Proposals in this section may highlight the impact of policy on 
underserved populations (e.g., students of color, low-income students), including the unintended 
consequences of specific policy initiatives and legislation. Papers that use policy analysis, political 
science, and/or economic theory to study any dimension of higher education should be 
submitted to this section (e.g., economic analysis of faculty salaries or college choice).  
 
Please note that this section is part of the general conference and distinct from the Council on Public Policy 
in Higher Education (CPPHE) Pre-Conference. Authors can submit to either the general conference or the 
CPPHE Pre-Conference; however, the same proposal may not be submitted to both. 
 
Section Chairs:  
Kelly Ochs Rosinger - Penn State University, kor1@psu.edu  
Dennis Kramer - University of Florida, dkramer@coe.ufl.edu  
 
 

Section VII. Teaching, Learning, & Assessment 
 

Proposals for this section examine the teaching and/or learning process in higher education, 
including within disciplines and across disciplines. Proposals that focus on student learning 
outcomes assessment, classroom assessments, teaching evaluations, or institutional assessment 
in higher education are also appropriate. This section includes research that examines pedagogy 
and instruction; curriculum development; learning theory; critical approaches to teaching, 
learning, and assessment; use of instructional technology; faculty attitudes and behaviors related 
to teaching, learning, and assessment; and learning contexts (e.g., the influence of institutions and 
disciplines).  Proposals that examine accreditation in higher education, including policies and 
practices related to accreditation and issues of educational quality are also suited for this section. 
Research that examines the utility of a particular quantitative, qualitative, community engaged, 
or mixed methods approach to assessment is also relevant to this section. 
 

Please note that this section is part of the general conference and distinct from the CAHEP Pre-Conference. 
Authors can submit to either the general conference or the CAHEP Pre-Conference; however, the same 
proposal may not be submitted to both. 
 

Section Chairs:  
Robin Phelps - Ball State University, rjphelpsward@bsu.edu  
Ryan Miller - University of North Carolina at Charlotte, RyanMiller@uncc.edu  
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Section VIII. Undergraduate Students: College Experiences & Development 
 

This section encompasses studies that address undergraduate student experiences during college, 
as well as studies highlighting dimensions of identity formation or development. Studies may 
address issues including, but not limited to explorations of how different students experience 
institutional environments, the role of campus climate, student engagement, the influence or 
racism and other forms of oppression on student development, critical influences on identity and 
sense of self, and moral/ideological orientations and understandings.  This section is also suited 
to studies examining particular college experiences, co-curricular programming, or college 
environments. 
 

Section Chairs: 
Rosie Perez - Iowa State University, rjperez@iastate.edu  
Dolly Nguyen - Oregon State University, Dolly.nguyen@oregonstate.edu  
 
 

Section IX. Undergraduate Students: Pathways To & Through College 
 

We invite proposals that address access to undergraduate education, traditional and non-
traditional pathways through undergraduate education, and studies of retention during college 
(e.g. retention from 1st to 2nd year of college). We encourage proposals that examine how different 
experiences shape college access pathways; highlight programs or understudied mechanisms that 
facilitate access (e.g., families, vocational/technical education, TRiO, tribal nations); or 
interrogate structures and mechanisms (e.g., counseling, admissions) that hinder or promote 
access to postsecondary education. Proposals may also consider the multidirectional and 
sometimes non-linear pathways that students navigate as they move in, through, and across the 
college environments, including studies on transfer between different institutions. 
 

Section Chairs: 
Nancy Acevedo-Gil - CSU, San Bernadino, NAcevedo-Gil@csusb.edu  
Tenisha Tevis - Oregon State University, tenisha.tevis@oregonstate.edu 
 
 
Section X.  Undergraduate Students & Graduates*: College Impact & Outcomes 
We invite proposals that address and explore undergraduate student achievement, graduation, 
and outcomes across a variety of domains, including academic, socio-emotional, and career 
contexts.  This section also includes studies of college graduates (alum)*, for example, the long-
term outcomes of college, perspectives of graduates, transition to the workforce, or philanthropy.   
Proposals for this section can include both traditional and innovative ways of measuring student 
success.  Studies, generally, of college impact and how college affects students are appropriate. 
 

*We use the term “graduates” rather than the more traditional “alumni” because of the gendered nature of 
the latter term. 
 

Section Chairs: 
Federick Ngo - University of Nevada, Las Vegas, federick.ngo@unlv.edu 
Benjamin Selznick - James Madison University, selznibs@jmu.edu   
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Pre-Conference Forum and 
Submission Information 

 
ASHE is home to four Councils:  
(1) the Council for the Advancement of Higher Education Programs (CAHEP);  
(2) the Council for Ethnic Participation (CEP);  
(3) the Council on International Higher Education forum (CIHE);  
(4) the Council on Public Policy in Higher Education (CPPHE).  
 
Councils plays a critical role in the support, development, and socialization processes of ASHE 
members. Each year, the Councils host pre-conference forums. These forums differ in content, but 
in general, they provide an additional outlet for ASHE members to present work, network with 
others, and garner important advice about the higher education field.  
 
Council Pre-Conference Chairs develop their respective “Call for Proposals,” assign reviewers, 
select proposals, and design pre-conference forum schedules.  
 
Please remember that the same proposal cannot be submitted to both a Council pre-conference 
and the general conference. 
 
Terms, requirements, and formats for pre-conference proposals are the same as for the general 
conference unless otherwise stated below. 
 
Proposals for pre-conference forums are submitted through the ASHE Conference Portal by 
selecting the respective pre-conference instead of a general conference section. 
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Council for the Advancement of Higher Education Programs (CAHEP) 
Thursday, November 19, 2020: 8:00am-12:00pm 

 
The mission of CAHEP is to enrich the teaching and learning experiences of graduate students 
and faculty in the Association's constituent Higher Education Programs within North America 
and around the world. Towards that end, the purpose of the CAHEP Pre-Conference is to 
facilitate the exchange among program coordinators/directors, faculty, students, and other 
interested members of the Association.  
 
In keeping with this year’s theme of Advancing Full Participation, CAHEP seeks proposals to 
present research and scholarly papers or facilitate roundtables and symposia that promote  
inclusion and social justice through higher education program development. Towards this end 
we welcome conference proposals that philosophically, practically, and/or empirically address 
the following: 
• New, innovative, or creative approaches to program delivery and structure (including but not 

exclusive to teaching, curriculum, learning, mentoring) that emphasize inclusion and social 
justice; 

• Effective practice related to higher education program outcomes as related to inclusion and 
social justice (including but not exclusive to EdD and PhD programming, master’s education, 
internships, comprehensive exams, advancements in dissertation and other products of higher 
education graduate programming); 

• Advances in the preparation of higher education leaders, public policy advocates, and teacher-
scholars; and  

• Inclusive approaches to the recruitment, education, career development, and retention of 
students, faculty, staff, and administration within higher education as a field of study. 

 
Proposal formats accepted: Research Paper, Scholarly Paper, Interactive Symposium, Self-
Designed Paper Session, Roundtable 

 
CAHEP Pre-Conference Chair: Crystal R. Chambers- East Carolina University, 
chambersc@ecu.edu. 
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Council for Ethnic Participation (CEP) 
Wednesday, November 18, 2020: 9:00am-6:00pm & 

Thursday, November 19, 2020: 8:00am-12:00pm 
 

Equity and Justice in the Wake of Advancing Full Participation 
 

The primary purpose of CEP, as stated in its by-laws, is to facilitate the participation of scholars 
from ethnically and racially minoritized groups in the affairs of the Association. The CEP Pre-
Conference Forum consists of two components: (1) the presentation of research/scholarly papers, 
roundtables, poster, and symposia and (2) the CEP Mentor-Protégé Program, which provides 
mentoring/professional development sessions (Note: Applications for mentors and proteges will 
be available through the ASHE website in late summer 2020). The ASHE General Conference 
program will and should include sessions focused on race and ethnicity, as well as other aspects 
of diversity and equity. The CEP Pre-Conference Forum is distinct from the General Conference. 
It offers opportunities for attendees to focus intensively, extensively, and specifically on issues of 
race, ethnicity, and racism, and the intersections of racism with other interlocking systems of 
oppression. This year, we specifically invite scholars to consider what equity and justice means 
in the wake of advancing full participation. In other words, what does participation mean and 
what are its limitations as we consider racial justice and other movements toward equity? 
 
The 2020 CEP Pre-Conference Forum will highlight scholarship and offer opportunities to 
leverage the study of race, racism, and intersectionality with other forms of oppression in 
conversations about participation, equity, and justice. Namely, we ask scholars to consider 
interrogating notions of full participation, keeping in mind the ways in which participation has 
been used as a palatable approach to superficially address issues of inequity in the academy. In 
doing so, we acknowledge the historical and contemporary constructions of postsecondary 
institutions that were never created to have minoritized individuals and communities participate.  
 
The CEP Pre-Conference Forum peer review process reflects high expectations of rigor and 
quality. Sessions selected are those that expand, challenge, and shift the field’s thinking, practice, 
and praxis. We welcome proposals that engage in analyses of white supremacy, settler 
colonialism, and ethnocentrism through systemic lenses. Proposals which confront racism with 
other interlocking structures of marginalization and privilege (e.g., social class, ability, sex 
assigned at birth, gender identity and expression, sexuality, religion/spirituality/faith, and 
global/transnational) are especially encouraged.  
 
CEP Poster Session: 
Poster submissions are limited to graduate students or newly minted doctorates. In our desire to 
highlight graduate and newly minted doctorates’ scholarship, the symposium will be judged by 
senior scholars and the CEP community. Each participant will receive constructive feedback on 
their poster and several awards will be given out during the business meeting. The posters will 
be evaluated and awarded based on methodology and methods, use of critical theories, 
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contribution to racialized and ethnically marginalized communities, and the scholar’s ability to 
help us reimagine higher education for those most marginalized within it.  
 
Guidelines: (1) Poster Symposium is only open to graduate students or newly minted doctorates 
(no earlier than May 2019 graduation); (2) You must submit a poster proposal through the ASHE 
Conference Portal; (3) Your topic must be aligned with the values and purpose of CEP; (4) All 
methodologies and approaches are welcomed; (5) You must be willing to attend and register for 
the CEP Pre-Conference. 
 
Proposal formats accepted: Research Paper, Scholarly Paper, Interactive Symposium, Self-
Designed Paper Session, Roundtable, Poster 
 
CEP Chair, Dr. Kandace Hinton – Indiana State University, Kandace.Hinton@indstate.edu 
 
2020 CEP Pre-Conference Program Co-Chairs 
Dr. Natasha Croom – Clemson University, nncroom@clemson.edu 
Dr. Antonio Duran – Auburn University, antonio.duran@auburn.edu 
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Council on International Higher Education (CIHE) 
Wednesday, November 18, 2020: 9:00am-6:00pm & 

Thursday, November 19, 2020: 8:00am-12:00pm 
 

The ASHE 2020 theme of Advancing Full Participation invites us to think about the role of colleges 
and universities in dismantling barriers that divide our world. Higher education has flourished 
in all regions and national contexts, developing different characteristics and structures. In 
addition, the mobility of students, scholars and ideas about higher education is one of the main 
sources of innovation. Higher education is deeply tied to nations’ competitiveness.  While 
national origin and other social identities are significantly overlapped, but national origin is also 
a barrier to accessing higher education for many immigrants, refugees and People of Color in the 
United States and elsewhere. As the premier academic space for the exchange of ideas on 
International Higher Education, the CIHE Pre Conference Forum celebrates the many 
contributions of an increasingly internationally-mobile and globally-connected academic 
workforce and student body.  
 
Proposals for the 2020 ASHE CIHE incorporate a comparative dimension in their methods or 
theoretical frameworks, or explore practices and structures that have international implications, 
including: 

• Comparative studies analyzing two or more higher education national systems 
• Studies exploring the conditions and consequences of transnational faculty, staff, and 

student mobility 
• Studies examining organizational (institutional or system) global strategy and 

engagement 
• Empirical and critical explorations of cross-border higher education institutions and 

programs 
• Critical analyses of internationalization practices, including education abroad and 

internationalization at home. 
 
The 2020 CIHE forum is aimed at the review and analysis of research on these critical issues 
developed in economics, sociology, political science, other social sciences, humanities and cross-
disciplinarily, in a comparative perspective.  
 
Proposal formats accepted: Research Paper, Scholarly Paper, Interactive Symposium, Self-
Designed Paper Session, Roundtable 
 
CIHE Pre-Conference Co-Chairs: 
Antigoni Papadimitriou - Western Kentucky University, antigoni.papadimitriou@wku.edu  
Gerardo Blanco - University of Connecticut, gerardo.blanco@uconn.edu  
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Council on Public Policy in Higher Education (CPPHE) 
Wednesday, November 18, 2020: 8:00am-6:00pm & 

Thursday, November 19, 2020: 8:00am-12:00pm 
 

ASHE Council on Public Policy in Higher Education (CPPHE) encourages the submission of 
proposals that examine the link between public policy and interdisciplinary coalition building. 
The CPPHE Pre-Conference Forum examines the role of higher education research in informing 
decision-making in the public policy arena, while simultaneously exploring how key actors shape 
public policy. This year, we will focus on issues surrounding the translation of policy research to 
policy action, such as federal policymaking and its impact on state policy, alternative methods of 
communicating research, and engaging diverse voices on emerging higher education policy 
issues. 
 
The CPPHE Pre-Conference Forum provides participants the opportunity to explore and discuss 
significant public policy issues that affect higher education in the U.S at the local, state, and 
federal levels. CPPHE invites proposals from researchers, policymakers, and public policy 
analysts for policy relevant research and scholarly papers and symposia. Proposals that 
emphasize active dialogue and audience participation are particularly welcome. The CPPHE Pre-
Conference Forum generally features more applied work than is found on the general conference 
program.  
 
Proposal formats accepted: Research Paper, Scholarly Paper, Interactive Symposium, Self-
Designed Paper Session 
 
CPPHE Pre-Conference Chair: 
DeShawn Preston – United Negro College Fund, deshawn.preston@uncf.org 
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Proposal Formats 
 
The following proposal format submissions will be accepted*: 
 

• Research Paper  
 

• Scholarly Paper 
 

• Interactive Symposium 
 

• Self-Designed Paper Session 
 

• Performance, Visual, and Digital Scholarship 
 

• Roundtable 
 

• Poster 
 

*Pre-Conference Forums may differ in proposal formats and requirements. Please refer to respective 
information above. 
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Research Papers 
 

Research paper proposals should describe empirical/data-based studies. Reviewers will evaluate 
proposals on connection to the literature, research plan, and significance. Connection to the theme 
is not a criteria for evaluation.  
 
In no more than 2,000 words, research paper proposals should describe as many of the following 
as are applicable, preferably in this order: 

• Study objectives or purpose 
• Review of the literature 
• Theoretical or conceptual framework 
• Research plan, Study methods, or modes of inquiry 
• Data sources or evidence 
• Analytical plan or approach 
• Findings (Preliminary, partial, or full) 
• Study significance 

 
Research paper proposals will be reviewed by three ASHE members who are terminal degree 
holders on the following criteria:  

• Significance of the study: Contributions to knowledge, theory, and/or practice, the extent 
to which the study addresses an important problem and gap in the field of higher 
education); 

• Quality of theoretical or conceptual frameworks; 
• Connection to relevant literature; 
• Soundness of the research design, method, and analysis; 
• Quality of findings, whether partially or fully reported 
• Overall clarity of the proposal (e.g., quality of writing, organization of ideas, clarity of 

assumptions, logic of arguments, etc.). 
 
Accepted Papers: 
Final papers must be uploaded to the ASHE Conference Portal by October 26, 2020 at 4:00pm 
Pacific.  
 
Final papers should not be longer than 30 double-spaced pages (excluding references, tables, and 
appendices). Final research papers must include the results/findings of studies. 
 
Research papers that are accepted for the conference will be grouped by topic with other research 
and/or scholarly papers and assigned a discussant who will comment on the papers in the 
session. 
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Scholarly Papers 
 

Scholarly papers proposals feature novel arguments, pose and grapple with critical questions, 
synthesize divergent bodies of literature, and/or elaborate new theoretical or conceptual 
frameworks. As non-data-driven papers, authors are not required to adhere to an empirical 
research design (e.g., methods, data collection, and data analysis). Connection to the theme is not 
a criteria for evaluation.  
 
In no more than 2,000 words, scholarly paper proposals should describe as many of the 
following as are applicable, preferably in this order: 

• Objectives or purposes of the inquiry 
• The philosophical, theoretical, or practical argument and its bases 
• Literature and/or sources to support the argument/analysis 
• Emergent conclusions or propositions and implications of the argument 
• Importance of the argument for higher education 

 
Scholarly paper proposals will be reviewed by three ASHE members who are terminal degree 
holders on the following criteria: 

• Importance of the topic, issue, or problem to the field of higher education (contributions in 
knowledge, theory, and/or practice) 

• Quality of the analytical argument, including how well the argument extends or challenges 
the extant literature 

• Persuasiveness of argument/emergent conclusions 
• Overall clarity of the proposal (e.g., quality of writing, organization of ideas, clarity of 

assumptions, logic of arguments) 
 
Accepted Papers: 
Final papers must be uploaded to the ASHE Conference Portal by October 26, 2020 at 4:00pm 
Pacific.  
 
Final papers should not be longer than 30 double-spaced pages (excluding references, tables, and 
appendices).  
 
Scholarly papers that are accepted for the conference will be grouped by topic with other scholarly 
and/or research papers and assigned a discussant to comment on the papers in the session. 
  



ASHE 2020: Call For Proposals   www.ashe.ws/callforproposals page     28 

Interactive Symposium 
 

An interactive symposium is an integrated session that features interaction between and among 
expert presenters and the audience to advance knowledge of a particular research problem, 
theory, or higher education issue. Rather than present the results of discrete research studies as 
in a paper session, participants in an interactive symposium session draw from research and/or 
experience to foster dialogue and interactions.  
 
A typical interactive symposium session might begin with brief presentations from the panelists 
(or interactive Q&A between the moderator and panelists) about the session’s topic, followed by 
ample time for discussion and activities among the panelists and between the panelists and 
attendees. The names and backgrounds of presenters/facilitators should be included in the 
proposal because the expertise and perspectives of the presenters is important to the success of 
the session. Connection to the theme is not a criteria for evaluation. 
  
In no more than 2,000 words, proposals for interactive symposium sessions should describe as 
many of the following as are applicable, preferably in this order: 

• Session Objectives 
• Backgrounds of the presenters as related to the session’s topic 
• Expertise or perspectives that each presenter/facilitator will contribute  
• Structure and format of the session, including the designation of a moderator and strategies 

to facilitate audience discussion and learning 
• Significance of the Topic of the Symposium, including why the topic deserves particular 

attention by the field 
 
Interactive symposium session proposals will be reviewed by three ASHE members who are 
terminal degree holders on the following criteria: 

• Importance of the topic, issue, or problem to the field of higher education (contributions in 
knowledge, theory, and/or practice) 

• Originality of the session 
• Clarity of focus: Integration and coherence of panelists’ perspectives as a group of experts 
• Range of knowledge and/or points of view represented by panelists 
• Strategies for involving audience in the discussion and promoting interactive learning  
• Overall clarity of the proposal (e.g., quality of writing, organization of ideas, clarity of 

assumptions, logic of arguments, etc.) 
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Self-Designed Paper Session 
 

In a self-designed paper session, the session organizers propose a complete session of papers 
(research and/or scholarly) that consists of three to four papers that address a specific 
topic. Organizers must provide a title for the session and must include a session chair and 
discussant. Connection to the theme is not a criteria for evaluation. Do not include the names and 
backgrounds of paper presenters, the session chair, and the discussant in the proposal text. Use 
language such as “Presenter #1, Presenter #2,” “Chair,” etc.  
 
In no more than 2,000 words, proposals for self-designed paper sessions should describe as 
many of the following as applicable, preferably in this order: 

• Objectives of the session 
• Background and context from the literature and/or theory 
• Significance of the topic of the session, including why the topic deserves particular 

attention by the field 
• Brief description of each paper that will be presented 

 
Additionally, each paper within the session will include a title (25 words maximum) and abstract 
(350 words maximum/paper). Abstracts should include the paper’s purpose, theoretical 
influence, research design (if applicable), and a brief overview of findings or scholarly analysis.  
 
Self-designed paper session proposals will be reviewed by three ASHE members who are 
terminal degree holders on the following criteria: 

• Importance of the topic, issue, or problem to the field of higher education (contributions in 
knowledge, theory, and/or practice) 

• Originality of the session 
• Clarity of focus; Integration and coherence across the research papers 
• Range of knowledge and/or points of view on the same topic represented by research 

papers 
• Theoretical and/or methodological rigor of the papers included in the session 
• The overall quality of the proposal (e.g., quality of writing, organization of ideas, clarity 

of assumptions, logic of arguments, etc.) 
 
Accepted Papers: 
Final papers must be uploaded to the ASHE Conference Portal by October 26, 2020 at 4:00pm 
Pacific.  
 
Final papers should not be longer than 30 double-spaced pages (excluding references, tables, 
and appendices).  
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Performance, Visual, and Digital Scholarship Session 
 

Proposals are intended to provide opportunities for the (re)presentation of scholarship, inquiry, 
and knowledge production in the forms of exhibitions, live performances, videos, looped slides, 
and other digital and arts-based mediums. PVDS proposals can be based on empirical research 
that present findings of a study OR a well-developed argument on philosophical, theoretical, 
conceptual and/or practical problems in the study of higher education. Proposals could include 
photo-voice exhibition, spoken word art, performance ethnography, digital storytelling, poetry, 
documentary videos, art displays, visual discourse analyses, digital humanities projects and other 
(re)presentations of knowledge production and inquiry outside of the paper, symposium, or 
poster formats. Authors should describe artifacts, objects, or mediums that they cannot upload to 
the ASHE Conference Portal. PVDS proposals should plan on final projects being no longer than 
15 minutes.  Connection to the theme is not a criteria for evaluation. 
 

In no more than 2,000 words, PVDS proposals should describe the following, preferably in 
this order:  

• Objective or purpose of inquiry;  
• Philosophical, theoretical, conceptual, or practical argument and/or framework,  
• Literature, sources, evidence, modes of inquiry, and/or methodology;  
• Description of how scholarship will be (re)presented (e.g. exhibition, performance, video; 

digitally);  
• Summary of Findings/Results, etc.  
• Significance.  

 

Proposal writers MUST also describe the logistical or technical needs for performance or 
display at the annual meeting (e.g., podium and microphone, x-by-y foot open stage area, 
projector/screen, or display boards). Authors will be given an additional 50 words to provide 
enough logistical information that the program committee will be able to understand your full 
needs. If you have ideal conditions but could present your project under more limited minimal 
conditions, please share that information (for example, ideal would be x-by-y foot open stage, 
minimum is a-by-b foot; or ideal would be 4 display board of x-by-y dimensions, minimum is 2 
boards of x-by-y dimensions).  
 
PVDS proposals will be evaluated based on:  

• Contribution to knowledge (extent to which the PVDS enhances knowledge of a topic, 
issue, or problem in the field of higher education);  

• Originality of the work;  
• Soundness of the philosophical, theoretical, conceptual, or practical argument and/or 

framework;  
• Overall clarity of the proposal (e.g., quality of writing, organization of ideas, clarity of 

assumptions, logic of arguments, etc.).  
• Ability of the project to be displayed or performed at the annual conference.  

 
Questions about this proposal format can be directed to: 
Dr. Bridget Turner Kelly – University of Maryland, College Park, btkelly1@umd.edu 
Dr. Wilson Okello – University of North Carolina, Wilmington, okellow@uncw.edu  
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Roundtables 
 

Roundtables provide an opportunity for authors to share information regarding their research in 
an informal, conversational style. Both research and scholarly works are accepted. Often, though 
not always, roundtables are an ideal space to process or workshop early phase research.  Connection 
to the theme is not a criteria for evaluation. 
 
Accepted proposals will be grouped with several other proposals that have similar content or 
foci. Each group is assigned to a numbered table in a large meeting room (An example of what a 
roundtable session room looks like can be found at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ASHEoffice/photos/a.2812746395469576/2812782458799303). The 
presenters, rather than an assigned discussant, are responsible for facilitating the conversation. 
Given the informal structure of the roundtable presentation, no audiovisual equipment will be 
provided. 
 
Resources and information on roundtables from the 2019 Conference can be found at 
https://www.ashe.ws/presentationresources#Roundtable%20Session.  
 
In no more than 2,000 words, roundtable proposals should describe as many of the following 
as are applicable, preferably in this order: 

• Objectives or purposes of the paper/discussion; 
• Perspectives or theoretical/conceptual frameworks that will guide the discussion; 
• Proposed research plan, study methods, or modes of inquiry;  
• Data sources or evidence;  
• Analytical plan/approach; 
• Preliminary findings or summary of findings, if applicable  
• Study significance. 

 
Roundtable proposals will be reviewed by three ASHE members on the following criteria: 

• Importance of the topic, issue, or problem to the field of higher education (contributions in 
knowledge, theory, and/or practice); 

• Quality of research plan, including use of theory and appropriate methods for the research 
questions 

• Potential for stimulating scholarly discussion; 
• Overall quality of the proposal (e.g., quality of writing, organization of ideas, clarity of 

assumptions, logic of arguments, etc.) 
 
Questions about the roundtable format can be directed to Ashley Clayton, aclayton@lsu.edu  
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Posters 
 

Posters are a mechanism for scholars to engage in interactive discussion with other conference 
participants about a research project. The poster venue allows scholars with similar research 
interests to interact by using the poster as a focal point. The presenters, rather than an assigned 
discussant, are responsible for facilitating the conversation. No audiovisual equipment will be 
provided. Connection to the theme is not a criteria for evaluation. 
 
An example of what the room looks like can be found at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ASHEoffice/photos/a.2812746395469576/2812782688799280/?type
=3&theater  
 
Resources and information on posters from the 2019 Conference can be found at 
https://www.ashe.ws/presentationresources#Posters%20Sessions.  
 
In no more than 2,000 words, poster proposals should provide: 

• A clear statement of the purpose or goals of the research (i.e., the primary research 
questions or issues being addressed). 

• A brief summary of the theoretical or conceptual foundation for the work. 
• A description of the methods being used 
• Preliminary findings or summary of findings, if applicable  
• The theoretical and/or practical significance and implications of the research. 

 
Poster proposals will be reviewed by three ASHE members on the following criteria: 

• Importance of the topic, issue, or problem to the field of higher education (contributions 
in knowledge, theory, and/or practice); 

• Quality of the theoretical or conceptual framework; 
• Quality of research plan, including use of theory and appropriate methods for the research 

questions 
• Overall quality of the proposal (e.g., quality of writing, organization of ideas, clarity of 

assumptions, logic of arguments, etc.). 
 
Special note: If you are submitting a poster to the CEP Pre-Conference Forum, note that CEP will only 
be accepting poster proposals from Graduate Students and newly minted doctorates. 

 
Questions about posters can be directed to Ashley Clayton, aclayton@lsu.edu  
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Call for Volunteers 
 

Reviewers 
 

Reviewers are needed to evaluate proposals in all conference sections. Reviewers ensure the 
quality and integrity of the conference program. Ideally, they also provide ASHE members a 
valuable service by providing concrete feedback on their work, regardless of whether or not a 
paper is accepted to the conference. The Program Committee will make every effort to ensure 
that reviewers receive proposals related to their area(s) of expertise in topic and/or method. At 
times, however, reviewers may be assigned as a “higher education generalist” reviewer who 
understands the general context of higher education and research methods, but may not have 
expertise in the specific topic or method. Ideally, at least two of the three assigned reviewers will 
have knowledge in the topic and/or method, if not all three. 
 
Interactive Symposia, Self-Designed Paper Sessions, Research Papers, Scholarly Papers, and 
PVDS sessions will have 3 doctoral/terminal degree holders (e.g. PhD, EdD, JD, etc.). 
Roundtables and Posters sessions will have at least 1 doctoral/terminal degree holder and can 
have up to 2 graduate students. As such, all ASHE members may apply to be a reviewer.  
 

Session Chairs and Discussants 
 

The program committee will assign session chairs and discussants to each research and scholarly 
paper session. A short web-based training will be offered in the fall of 2020.  
 
Session Chairs facilitate the session by introducing speakers, keeping time, and moderating post-
presentation discussion. Prior to the conference, chairs should coordinate communication among 
the presenters and ensure that authors have uploaded the papers to the ASHE Conference Portal 
on time. Chairs do not need to be a doctoral/terminal degree holder; this is especially a great 
volunteer opportunity for graduate students.  
 
Discussants play an integral role in the quality of the annual conference. They read the papers in 
advance of the conference, provide oral and written feedback to authors at the session, and offer 
comments that inform and integrate the papers in the larger session. The discussant’s comments 
should last about ten minutes. Critiques of individual papers should be framed constructively to 
assist the author(s) with revisions for publication. Discussant comments are most helpful when 
they integrate and emphasize how the paper topics, theories, study designs, and methods reveal 
or obscure important knowledge or ways of understanding key issues in the field. Discussants 
must be a doctoral/terminal degree holder.  
 

How to Volunteer 
 

To volunteer to serve as a Reviewer, Chair, and/or Discussant, visit the www.ashe.ws/volunteers 
for more information, position descriptions, step-by-step instructions on how to volunteer, and 
the link to the ASHE Conference Portal.  



 

 

 
Be part of Advancing Full Participation at ASHE 2020 in New Orleans: 
Full participation, and research on how to advance it, has never been 
more urgent. Given 2020 is an election year, many assertions will be 
made about the value of higher education to individuals and society. 
ASHE members conduct research that shows the limitations of higher 
education in supporting full participation, and the concrete ways in 
which colleges and universities need to transform to fully include and 
engage all members. We also have research that reveals the small and 
large wins, examples of new spaces created to foster full and broader 
participation. The ASHE 2020 Conference will illuminate spaces where 
full participation is imagined, designed, and achieved. 

 
 
 

 


